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good psychiatrist!) led me to rediscover pure,
unaltered joy—the kind my three year old
seems to feel when I allow him to choose any
one thing he wants in the bakery near our
home.

So, that tumor, as unwanted as it was,
changed my life for the better—forever. It’s
been said that it’s easy to forget a lesson
from a brush with death, and I do catch my-
self taking life for granted on occasion. Yet,
there’s an underlying permanence to the
shift in perception that cannot be reversed
for me. I've talked with other patients—
brain tumor and otherwise—who’ve said the
same thing. It amazes me. It takes some-
thing terribly frightening to make us appre-
ciate all the fortunes we have.

I’1l close by going back to my thoughts on
responsibility. It seems that many of my
friends are searching—soul-searching or oth-
erwise—and it seems that others are too. I
want to do my small part to help someone in
their search, or to make them breathe easi-
er. Perhaps we all can help. Perhaps those of
us who have had the occasion to contemplate
mortality, at any level, can perpetuate the
important lessons we each learn from the ex-
perience. We can tell our stories, thereby re-
minding ourselves and informing others of
what we’ve found when everything but the
basics of life are stripped away. By telling
our stories, maybe we help each other to
help each other. Maybe then we all breath a
little easier. What a success!!®

———

SPECIAL AGENT TIMOTHY
LATTERNER

e Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I want
to bring to your attention a true Amer-
ican hero, FBI Special Agent Timothy
Latterner.

Almost one year ago to the day, Spe-
cial Agent Latterner confronted an
armed suspect in the lobby of a busy
Manhattan hotel. But putting his life
on the line was nothing new to Tim.
After all, he was a decorated army vet-
eran who bravely served as an enlisted
infantryman and officer in the 82nd
Airborne.

However, during the early morning
hours of May 11, Special Agent
Latterner came face to face with a vio-
lent felon and one of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s Most Wanted.
Following a lead, Latterner and his
colleagues entered the hotel lobby tak-
ing by surprise a man wanted for sex-
ual assault, kidnaping, armed robbery,
and murder. With shouts of ‘‘he’s got a
gun’’ echoing throughout the lobby, be-
wildered hotel guests sought cover
while Special Agent Latterner strug-
gled with the suspect, who had drawn
his weapon. Due to Special Agent
Latterner’s instinctive and heroic ac-
tions, the fugitive was subdued without
injury to innocent civilians or law en-
forcement officers. Indeed, Special
Agent Latterner’s lightening quick re-
flexes saved the lives of his partners,
hotel guests and staff.

One year later, Special Agent
Latterner continues to be a role model,
dedicated to his family, community,
country, and the Bureau. On another
fateful day, September 11, Tim pro-
vided invaluable assistance to the vic-
tims of the attack on the World Trade
Center, again disregarding his own
safety to help others.
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Today, this honored eight-year vet-
eran of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation focuses his indefatigable ef-
forts on a different type of criminal—
terrorists who threaten our very way of
life.

I am proud that such a man is one of
my constituents, residing in the bu-
colic Borough of Allendale. His devo-
tion to duty and professionalism will
long be remembered and appreciated. I
am pleased that I had the opportunity
to bring him to your attention.e

——————

BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM E.
ALBERTSON RETIRES

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, today it is my honor to share
with my colleagues the life and
achievements of Brigadier General Wil-
liam E. Albertson, a man who has
served his country honorably and en-
thusiastically.

Brigadier General Albertson is a dis-
tinguished graduate of the United
States Army’s Engineer Officer Can-
didate School. Over his thirty-four
year career, Brigadier General Albert-
son has served as an individual mobili-
zation augmentee in the U.S. Army Re-
serve, Office of the U.S. Army Assist-
ant Chief of Staff Intelligence, the Pen-
tagon, and the Air Force Reserve.

For five years, Brigadier General Al-
bertson served as the mobilization as-
sistant to the director of intelligence
at Offutt Air Force Base, the United
States Strategic Command Head-
quarters in Bellevue, NE. He currently
serves as the mobilization assistant to
the director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency in Washington, DC.

His awards and decorations include
the Aerial Achievement Medal, Joint
Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award with two oak
leaf clusters, Air Force Organizational
Excellence Award with two oak leaf
clusters and numerous service medals.

He is a Certified Public Accountant
and Certified Cost Analyst, as well as a
member of the Air Force Association,
American Society of Military Comp-
trollers, American Institute of Cer-
tified Public Accountants, Air War Col-
lege Alumni Association and Univer-
sity of Missouri Alumni Association.

Brigadier General William E. Albert-
son has honored us with his dedication
and on May 17, 2002, the day of his re-
tirement, it is my honor to recognize
him for his 34 years of service to our
country.e

———

SEATTLE SLEW: TRIBUTE TO A
TRUE CHAMPION

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I
proudly rise today among my col-
leagues to pay tribute to one of the
greatest thoroughbreds that horse rac-
ing has ever known: Seattle Slew. Yes-
terday morning, 256 years to the day
after his victory in the 1977 Kentucky
Derby, Seattle Slew died peacefully in
his sleep in his stall at the Hill 'n Dale
Farm near Lexington, KY. He was the
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last living winner of the Triple Crown
and truly a great champion.

On July 19, 1975, Dr. James Hill, a
New York veterinarian, and his wife
helped Karen and Mickey Taylor pick
out a yearling at the Fasig-Tipton’s
sale. The horse they bought that day
for a mere $17,500, a near-black beauty,
was the ideal confluence of strength,
grace, and class. In the 1940s, the
American thoroughbred industry began
importing European stallions in a con-
centrated effort to produce the great-
est species of thoroughbreds in the
world. One such stallion, Nasrullah,
had begotten Bold Ruler and this gene-
alogical line led to an amazing eight
Kentucky Derby Winners in the 1970s,
including Seattle Slew.

During the 1970s, the sport of horse
racing was at its ultimate peak. There
were great speed horses such as Mr.
Prospector, Danzig and Ruffian. And
how can anyone forget such classic
winners as Secretariat, Affirmed,
Alydar and Spectacular Bid? Although
these horses were great champions in
their own right, none were able to com-
bine amazing raw speed with distance-
running capability like Seattle Slew.
As owner Mickey Taylor stated, ‘‘He
was the most complete thoroughbred
the industry has seen.”

From the very beginning of his rac-
ing career, Seattle Slew was destined
for greatness. He won his first three
starts as a 2 year-old, including the
prestigious Champagne Stakes, which
he won by nearly 10 lengths, running a
mile in an astounding 1 minute 3425
seconds and smashing the record set in
1942 by the great Count Fleet. After
these three victories, he was named
champion 2 year-old colt. In 1977, Se-
attle Slew became one of only 11 horses
in history to win the coveted and elu-
sive Triple Crown. On May 7 after
breaking slowly from the gate and
swerving to the outside, Slew won the
Kentucky Derby in a heated and in-
tense battle with For the Moment by
just 134 lengths. Two weeks later, he
won the Preakness by an impressive 112
lengths with the second fastest time,
1:54%5, ever in that race. In June of ’77,
he captured the Triple Crown with a 4-
length win at the Belmont Stakes and
become the first horse to win the illus-
trious Triple Crown while still
undefeated. As a 4-year-old, Seattle
Slew continued to build on his reputa-
tion for greatness. In two epic battles
of Triple Crown winners, Seattle Slew
outsped Affirmed at the Marlboro Cup
and easily defeated him in a race at
Belmont Park. In 1979, Seattle Slew re-
tired to stud at Spendthrift Farm hav-
ing won 14 of his 17 career races. Al-
though his racing career was now over,
Seattle Slew’s impact on the industry
was just beginning. Overall, Seattle
Slew sired 102 stakes winners including
the great horses Swale and A.P. Indy.
As of last year, there were 1.066 Slew
foals around the world. In 1984 when
Swale won the Kentucky Derby for
Clairborne Farm, Slew became the first
Kentucky Derby winner in more than
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